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32 COUNTRIES

FROM WHICH EBA HAS MEMBERS
(65 beekeeping organizations)

In order of confirmation of the Statute of EBA

430.584 beekeepers

Serbia
Slovenia
North Macedonia
Bulgaria
Greece
Romania
Malta
Germany
Hungary
Ukraine
Montenegro
Lithuania
Bosnia and Hercegovina
Sweden
Croatia
Czech Republic
Poland
United Kingdom
Netherlands
Italy
Ireland
Belgium
Cyprus
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Switzerland
Prishtina*
Portugal
Spain
Slovakia
Austria
Albania
Iceland
Estonia
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GENERAL SPONSOR

OF THE
EUROPEAN BEEKEEPING ASSOCIATION
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SILVER SPONSOR

OF THE
EUROPEAN BEEKEEPING ASSOCIATION

VITA BEE HEALTH'IS COMMITTED TO
THE EUROPEAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY

PROUD TO SUPPORT THE EUROPEAN BEEKEEPING ASSOCIATION
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BRONZE SPONSOR

OF THE
EUROPEAN BEEKEEPING ASSOCIATION

FEEDING
SOLUTIONS
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TROPILAELAPS, WHEN YOU KNOW WHAT TO LOOK FOR,
IT IS EASIER TO PROTECT YOUR BEES
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LOOK WHERE IT LIVES. TROPILAELAPS spp. SHOULD BE
LOOKED FOR PRIMARILY IN BROOD
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The Tropilaelaps mite has not yet been de-
tected in Europe, but the risk of its introduction
is real because it is already present in south-
western Russia and Georgia, while suspected
infestations have also been reported in Turkey.

The relatively recent invasion of honey bee
colonies by the Small Hive Beetle (Aethina tu-
mida) in Italy, followed by the destruction of
dozens of apiaries by burning entire hives, re-
mains a vivid and frightening memory for bee-
keepers. What will happen if the Tropilaelaps
mite escapes containment and invades Cyprus,
Greece, and other European countries? What
do European regulations require for controlling
its spread? What are the first measures that
authorities and beekeepers should take? Will
colonies be destroyed, as happened with
Aethina tumida, or will different control
measures be applied?

ESSENTIAL
INFORMATION
FOR BEEKEEPERS

Identification Inside the Hive

The Tropilaelaps mite is reddish-brown,
with an elongated body, and moves extremely
quickly across the comb. It has eight legs, al-
though the two front legs are longer and con-
stantly probe the surroundings, giving the

G
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impression of a six-legged insect rapidly mov-
ing its antennae. An experienced beekeeper
can easily recognize the mite because of its
characteristic speed of movement.

Biology of Tropilaelaps spp.

The female mite enters a brood cell 4-12
hours before capping. It moves over the larva
and along the cell walls and begins laying eggs
within 24 hours after the cell is capped. It grad-
ually lays 4-5 eggs and is also capable of re-
producing by parthenogenesis.

Its reproductive cycle lasts only 5-7 days,
producing up to three female offspring per mite
in worker brood.

Unlike Varroa destructor, the adult Tropilae-
laps mite cannot parasitize adult bees because
its mouthparts are unable to penetrate the hard
exoskeleton of mature bees. It feeds exclus-
ively on brood and survives for no more than
three days on adult bees (Woyke 1987; Delfi-
nado-Baker et al., 1992; Pettis et al. 2019).

Survival of Tropilaelaps spp.
Outside Brood

Survival in empty combs. Tropilaelaps
spp. cannot survive for long periods in empty
combs. Compared with the hard-shelled Varroa
mite, Tropilaelaps has a thinner and softer cu-
ticle, making it more susceptible to water loss
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and desiccation. At relative humidity (RH) levels
below 70%, water loss increases rapidly, and
mites may become severely dehydrated and
die within approximately 12—48 hours (Khong-
phinitbunjong et al. 2019).

Under laboratory conditions, when empty
combs are maintained at a constant high
relative humidity (approximately 70% RH) and
mild temperatures, moisture loss is significantly
reduced. Under these favorable conditions,
Tropilaelaps may survive for up to approxi-
mately 6 days. In contrast, in the drier con-
ditions commonly found in comb storage areas,
where relative humidity may fluctuate well
below 60% RH, mites dehydrate much more
rapidly and may survive for only 1—-2 days.

Survival on Adult Bees. Tropilaelaps
mites have limited survival on living adult bees.
Most mites are expected to survive for only ap-
proximately 1-3 days on adult bees, largely be-
cause of grooming by the bees and the mites'
susceptibility to desiccation (Rinderer et al.
1994; Pettis et al. 2019). In an active colony,
particularly in broodless areas, Tropilaelaps
spp. should not be considered capable of sur-
viving longer than 3 days on adult bees.

Survival on Dead Host Material. Outside
the brood, Tropilaelaps spp. may survive for ap-
proximately 7—8 days on dead host material,
such as dead bees or dead brood (Gill et al.
2024). However, survival depends strongly on
the condition and moisture content of the ma-
terial. In the absence of suitable decomposing
bee material, the mites lose water rapidly and
die much sooner.

Survival in Pollen. Tropilaelaps spp. may
survive for up to approximately 3 days in dry
pollen under laboratory conditions of 25°C and
70% RH, with an average survival time of ap-
proximately 34 hours. The mites do not feed on
pollen. Therefore, their survival in pollen is not
due to pollen serving as a food source, but is
instead determined primarily by starvation and
the surrounding humidity conditions RH
(Khongphinitbunjong et al. 2019).

Symptoms of Infestation

The symptoms closely resemble those
caused by Varroa infestation:

i
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* Increased brood mortality.

+ Spotty brood pattern with sunken cap-
pings and dead larvae or pupae.

+ Adult bees with deformed wings and legs
due to associated viral infections.

+ Rapid decline of the colony population
and, without treatment, colony collapse within
a short period.

+ Bees crawling in front of the hive en-
trance, unable to fly.

Why Is It So Dangerous?

The Tropilaelaps mite is particularly dan-
gerous because of its extremely rapid reproduc-
tive cycle, its protection inside capped brood
cells, and its ability to reproduce parthenogen-
etically.

Without immediate control measures, infes-
tation can quickly lead to colony collapse.

Control Measures

A major biological weakness of Tropilaelaps
is that it dies from starvation within 2—3 days
when no capped brood is available. This char-
acteristic can be exploited through brood inter-
ruption techniques, including:

+ Artificial queen caging for 25 days.

+ Creating nucleus colonies that remain
broodless for at least 7 days.

+ Splitting colonies into broodless pack-
ages for colony trading.

+ Wintering colonies without brood.

During winter, the mite survives only in the
small amount of brood maintained by some col-
onies. In spring, reinfestation of healthy col-
onies can occur rapidly. A proposed strategy is
to move colonies during winter to elevations
above 1,500 metres, where all colonies nat-
urally become broodless, interrupting the mite's
life cycle.

Chemical Control

Conventional hive acaricides are generally
insufficient against Tropilaelaps. Among cur-
rently available treatments, formic acid is con-
sidered the only one capable of reaching mites
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inside capped brood cells with meaningful ef-
fectiveness.

For this reason, an integrated pest man-
agement (IPM) approach is recommended,
combining early detection, brood interruption,
appropriate treatment, follow-up monitoring and
prevention of reinfestation.

Education, early detection, and preventing
the mite from spreading will be far more effec-
tive than relying on a “magic” chemical treat-
ment.

Reinfestation

Even when colonies are successfully
cleared of Tropilaelaps through brood inter-
ruption, they can quickly become reinfested by
mites arriving from neighbouring colonies
through robbing behaviour or drifting bees’

Reinfestation is therefore one of the great-
est challenges in controlling the parasite. Treat-
ing a single colony without addressing
neighbouring apiaries is not sufficient.

EUROPEAN LEGISLATION
FOR THE PREVENTION
AND CONTROL

OF ANIMAL DISEASES

The European Animal Health Law — Regu-
lation (EU) 2016/429 — is the primary legis-
lation that applies directly across all EU
Member States for the prevention and control
of transmissible animal diseases.

Its complementary Delegated Regulation
(EU) 2018/1882 classifies listed animal dis-
eases into five categories.

11, Ismue 275.September 2026 - www.ebaeuropesetl




Disease Categories
Under
EU Regulation 2018/1882

Category A — Diseases not normally pres-
ent in the European Union and requiring im-
mediate eradication measures as soon as they
are detected.

Category B — Diseases that must be con-
trolled in all Member States with the objective
of eradicating them throughout the Union.

Category C — Diseases relevant to certain
Member States, requiring measures to prevent
their spread into regions officially free of the dis-
ease or operating eradication programmes.

Category D — Diseases requiring
measures to prevent their spread through entry
into the Union or through movements between
Member States.

Category E — Diseases that require surveil-
lance within the European Union.

Classification of
Honey Bee Diseases

Under Regulation (EU) 2018/1882, major
honey bee diseases are classified as follows:

Disease EU Categories
Varroa destructor C+D+E
American foulbrood D+E
Aethina tumida D+E
Tropilaelaps spp. D+E

The legal provisions concerning the com-
pulsory killing of animals (Articles 53—71 of
Regulation 2016/429) apply only to Category A
diseases. They do not apply to Tropilaelaps,
since the mite is classified under Categories D
and E.

Legislation Specifically
Concerning Tropilaelaps

Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/688,
which supplements Regulation (EU) 2016/429,

i
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establishes health requirements for moving
bees between Member States.

According to Article 48, colonies and hives
intended for movement must show no signs of:

« American foulbrood,

« Aethina tumida,

+ Tropilaelaps spp.

In addition, the regulation requires that:

+ The apiary of origin must be located at
the centre of a 100 km radius within which no
Tropilaelaps infestation has been reported.

« No restrictions must be in force due to a
suspected or confirmed Tropilaelaps outbreak
within that area.

This means that the regulation imposes
movement restrictions on bees between
Member States based on the health status of
the area of origin.

The 100 km radius is a surveillance and
movement-control zone, not an automatic de-
struction or eradication zone.

Harmonising National
Legislation with
European Regulations

European Regulations, including Regula-
tion (EU) 2016/429 and Delegated Regulation
(EU) 2018/1882, apply directly and are legally
binding in all EU Member States from the mo-
ment they enter into force.

Unlike EU Directives, they do not require
transposition into national legislation through a
separate law.

First Detection in
an EU Member State

Authorities: The first confirmed occurrence
of Tropilaelaps spp. in an EU Member State
does not automatically entail, under Regulation
(EU) 2016/429, the compulsory destruction of
colonies in the affected apiary or in neighbour-
ing apiaries, since the parasite is classified
under Categories D + E.

For Category E diseases, Article 18(1)(b) of
Regulation (EU) 2016/429 requires operators
to inform the competent authority as soon as
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possible whenever a Category D + E disease
is suspected or detected.

Article 19 also provides for notification to
the European Commission and the other
Member States in cases requiring immediate
notification, so that the necessary risk-manage-
ment measures can be taken promptly.

The clear EU-level measures specifically
applicable to Tropilaelaps are primarily surveil-
lance, notification and movement restric-
tions, with the 100 km radius specified in
Article 48 of Regulation (EU) 2020/688 being
particularly important.

Beekeepers: Immediately stop any move-
ment of colonies or distribution of beekeeping
equipment to other beekeepers.

Do not attempt to conceal the finding, as
the situation could otherwise become uncon-
trollable.

The colonies should not be destroyed;
they should be saved.

Contact the Veterinary Services or special-
ist scientists at universities and research insti-
tutes immediately.

For laboratory confirmation of the species,
samples of the mite (dead specimens), the bee-
keeper’s details, the date, the location of the
apiary, and information concerning any recent
movements or purchases of bees or frames are
required.

RERLNO BEES, NOILIFE - EBA MAGAZINE
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Does the Principle of
Non-Destruction of
Bees Also Apply to
Aethina tumida?

Aethina tumida is classified under Cat-
egories D + E, which does not in itself imply the
compulsory destruction of all colonies. Never-
theless, when the beetle was detected in Cala-
bria, southern ltaly, in 2014, a very large
number of colonies were compulsorily de-
stroyed by burning.

The decision to destroy the colonies in ltaly
was based on the national emergency frame-
work and on European Union eradication rules,
and did not violate EU law, for two principal rea-
sons:

a) Implementing Regulation (EU)
2018/1882 and the Animal Health Law (Regu-
lation (EU) 2016/429) did not yet exist when the
beetle appeared in Italy in 2014.

b) When a disease or parasite appears for
the first time in an area, Member States may,
under the precautionary principle, implement an
aggressive immediate-eradication strategy
(“stamping out”) before the parasite becomes
permanently established. Therefore, even
when a parasite belongs to Categories D + E,
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as Aethina does, a Member State may invoke
the precautionary principle and impose compul-
sory destruction of bees.

Can the Precautionary
Principle Also Be Applied
to Tropilaelaps?

Regulation (EU) 2016/429 is governed by
the principle of proportionality (Article 5 TEU),
according to which measures established or
approved by the EU must be effective without
causing excessive economic damage where
less severe methods are available.

In the case of Tropilaelaps, interruption of
egg-laying by restricting the queen, or re-
moval/destruction of the brood alone, creates a
brood break. When combined with approved
acaricidal treatments, this is considered scien-
tifically sufficient for the eradication of a local
outbreak through targeted intervention.

Burning an entire apiary would therefore be
a disproportionate measure against a parasite
that dies within approximately three days—and
at most seven days under particular con-
ditions—in the absence of brood. The objective
should be the preservation of the livestock.

Furthermore, Regulation (EU) 2018/1882
differentiates control measures according to the
biological characteristics of each parasite.

There is a fundamental biological difference
between Tropilaelaps mercedesae and Aethina
tumida. The former depends entirely on the
presence of capped brood for feeding and re-
production.

The latter can survive for months outside
brood, fly considerable distances, feed on
honey and pollen, and has larvae and pupae
that develop in the soil outside the hive. A
simple brood interruption therefore does not
eradicate Aethina.

This is why, in Italy, burning of hives and
disinfection of the soil were initially selected as
control measures.

Consequently, although Tropilaelaps and
Aethina belong to the same regulatory category
under EU legislation, they should be managed
in completely different ways when first detected
in an EU Member State.

For Tropilaelaps, colonies are restricted
and treated;
For Aethina, colonies may be destroyed.

Greece and the
European Regulations:
A Point of Divergence

Article 4(1) of Greek Joint Ministerial Deci-
sion (JMD) 44441/2026 (Government Gazette
B’ 971/20.02.2026) provides for the compulsory
destruction of colonies and hives in confirmed
or suspected outbreaks involving the ectopara-
sites Tropilaelaps spp. and Aethina tumida.

According to the argument presented here,
this provision of the JMD is in direct conflict with
the European Regulations. As a matter of law,
a national Joint Ministerial Decision cannot
contradict or modify provisions of Regulation
(EU) 2016/429 or Implementing Regulation
(EU) 2018/1882.

The JMD concerns the framework for im-
plementing national and EU legislation and
regulates economic and administrative matters.
EU legislation allows Member States to estab-
lish national rules concerning how and to what
extent livestock owners are compensated. It
does not, however, allow them to establish dif-
ferent animal-health requirements, different dis-
ease classifications—these are established by
Regulation (EU) 2018/1882—or to set aside the
surveillance and control obligations imposed by
the Animal Health Law.

How Can the Beekeeping
Sector Respond?

Because Article 4 of JMD 44441/2026 is
presented as being in direct conflict with the
European Regulations, beekeeping organisa-
tions may consider the following avenues:

+ Administrative/Judicial appeal: The JMD
may be challenged before the Council of State
(StE) through an application for annulment on
the grounds of violation of EU law.

+ Complaint to the European Commission:
Any citizen or organisation may submit a com-
plaint to the European Commission concerning
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incorrect application of EU law by an EU
Member State.

+ Direct application of EU law: Courts and
administrative authorities are required to apply
the European Regulation and to leave any con-
flicting provision of the JMD unapplied.

Under European Union law (Article 288 of
the Treaty on the Functioning of the European
Union — TFEU) and the case law of the Court
of Justice of the European Union:

+ European Regulations have direct and
binding effect in all Member States from the
date on which they become applicable.

+ EU law takes precedence over any con-
flicting national provision, including laws, presi-
dential decrees and ministerial decisions.

« Where a national act, such as a Joint
Ministerial Decision, conflicts with an EU Regu-
lation, the national provision is considered with-
out legal effect and inapplicable to the extent
that it conflicts with the Regulation.

CONCLUSIONS:
PREPAREDNESS,
NOT PANIC

The possible arrival of Tropilaelaps in Eu-
rope should be taken seriously, but it should not
become a reason for panic among beekeepers.
The experience with Aethina tumida has shown
how frightening the first detection of a new pest
can be, but Tropilaelaps has very different bio-
logical characteristics and therefore requires a
different control strategy.

The most important advantage we have is
knowledge. Tropilaelaps can be detected
relatively easily by an experienced beekeeper
because of its characteristic rapid movement,
and its dependence on brood creates an impor-
tant biological weakness that can be exploited
through brood interruption and appropriate
treatments.

If the mite is detected for the first time in an
EU Member State, the priority should be rapid
confirmation, notification, containment and co-
ordinated action. Beekeepers should immedi-
ately stop movements of colonies and
beekeeping material and inform the competent
veterinary authorities or specialised scientific in-

O BEES, NOILIFE - EBA MAGAZINE
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stitutions. Concealing a finding would only allow
the parasite to spread further and make control
more difficult.

Most importantly, the first detection of Tropi-
laelaps should not automatically be equated
with the destruction of entire apiaries. The regu-
latory classification of Tropilaelaps and its bio-
logical dependence on brood provide the basis
for a targeted approach aimed at eliminating
the parasite while preserving healthy colonies.

The greatest danger is not the first mite that
is detected—it is the undetected mite that is
allowed to spread.

For this reason, Europe needs an effective
preparedness strategy based on surveillance,
rapid diagnosis, beekeeper education, move-
ment control, coordinated treatment and pre-
vention of reinfestation. Beekeepers, veterinary
authorities, researchers and beekeeping organ-
isations must work together before the first con-
firmed European outbreak occurs.

We do not need to wait for Tropilaelaps to
arrive before preparing for it. Early detection
and informed action can make the difference
between a manageable outbreak and an estab-
lished European problem.

The message for beekeepers is therefore
simple:

Be alert, report suspected findings, stop un-
necessary movements, act quickly—and pro-
tect the colonies rather than destroying them
unnecessarily.

Andreas Thrasyvoulou

Emeritus Professor

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
GREECE
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BUY
LOCAL
OR

BYE-BYE
LOCAL

THE “BUY LOCAL”
CAMPAIGN IS EXPANDING

TO ALL FOOD

AND ACROSS EUROPE

At the August 25, | met with Elisabeth
Werner, an Austrian economist and senior offi-
cial of the European Commission, who has
been Director-General of DG AGRI — the Direc-
torate-General for Agriculture and Rural Devel-
opment — since June 2025.

| presented her with the current challenges
facing European beekeeping, particularly the

insufficiently effective work of the Honey Plat-
form. | am pleased that she showed under-
standing and promised to help address these
issues.

Even more encouraging is the announce-
ment that the European Union will launch a uni-
fied campaign promoting European food, with
honey playing an important role.

a '.NO BEES, NOLIFE - EBA MAGAZINE
-LI_ Hh II_. i - | II.II = |Illl_l .

17, Ismue 275September 2026 - www.ebaeuropéeie

G F |‘.J.E*L 1 I Bk

&

sl il et 'llf



%Y

We can be happy and proud that the idea

behind our “Buy Local Honey” campaign is now
expanding to European food as a whole —
under the umbrella of the European Union. This
is an important recognition of our work and

—
=
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el

proof that a good local idea can cross national
borders and become a European story.

Bostjan No¢
President of the EBA
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The first jars of honey displaying all coun-
tries of origin are now appearing on supermar-
ket shelves. Following the amendment to the
honey labelling rules under the so-called
“Breakfast Directive”, blended honeys made
from honeys originating in different countries
must now indicate all countries of origin, to-
gether with their respective percentage shares,
on the label — and this information must appear
“in the principal field of vision”. In France, this
new requirement appears to have prompted the
country’s leading honey packer to change its
commercial strategy.

In Germany and other EU Member States,
supermarket shelves already feature honey jars
providing a transparent list of all countries of ori-
gin and their respective shares. Consumers
can now see what was previously concealed
behind indications such as “blend of honeys
originating from EU and non-EU countries” — for
example, 92% honey from Ukraine and 8%
honey from Bulgaria.

Greater transparency
for honey blends
The new provisions of the honey labelling

rules have been applicable since 14 June. The
Deutscher Imkerbund, Germany’s leading bee-
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keeping association with more than 134,000
members, together with other beekeeping or-
ganisations across Europe, had been calling for
transparent origin labelling of honey for many
years. On the labels we have seen so far, we
have found up to four countries of origin.

A change of strategy
by France’s leading
honey packer

France’s leading honey packer, Famille Mi-
chaud Apiculteurs, appears to have changed its
strategy. On new jars of honey now available in
supermarkets, we found only a single country
of origin indicated on its flagship “Lune de Miel”
product. This development is quite remarkable,
as it contradicts several previous statements
made by representatives of the European
honey-packing industry.

Previous industry arguments
called into question

In a television report recently broadcast by
a major mainstream channel, Managing Direc-
tor Marie Michaud explained that the decision
to stop blending honeys was a response to con-
sumers’ desire to find only honey from a single
country of origin in the jars. Unless we are mis-
taken, consumers have never expressed such
a demand (although some beekeepers cer-
tainly have!). What they have primarily called
for is transparent origin labelling.

However, for honey originating from a
single country, the indication of origin does not
have to appear in the principal field of vision on
the label and can therefore remain on the back
of the jar. Thus, while French honey is clearly
highlighted on the front of the jars with the
French tricolour flag, Ukrainian or, for example,
Bulgarian origin is only visible on the back.

This is, incidentally, also a strategy used by
some German honey packers, who prominently
display origins perceived by consumers as a
sign of quality while other origins are effectively
kept out of sight. Who has ever seen a jar of
Chinese honey with the country of origin promi-
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nently displayed on the front, complete with a
flag?

Why does the approach
taken by one of Europe’
largest honey packers
deserve closer attention?

1. For years, honey packers and their rep-
resentatives have argued that the origin of
honey was of no importance to consumers. It is
therefore legitimate to ask why Famille Michaud
Apiculteurs is now highlighting French origin on
the front of its jars — both in France and abroad
— while other origins have to be searched for on
the label.

2. Honey packers have also argued that
blending honeys from different origins was es-
sential to compensate for market fluctuations
and ensure a consistent taste. If one of Eu-
rope’s largest honey packers is now abandon-
ing such blends, this argument also loses
credibility in practice.

Greater clarity for
honey analysis?

The strategy adopted by Famille Michaud
Apiculteurs raises questions for the industry
that will presumably become increasingly dif-
ficult to answer.

At the same time, abandoning blends of
honeys from several countries could signifi-
cantly facilitate analyses aimed at detecting
fraud. Several representatives of the beekeep-
ing sector had in fact called outright for such
blends to be banned, arguing that they compli-
cated certain analytical procedures.

What happens next?

By changing its commercial strategy, Fam-
ille Michaud Apiculteurs has demonstrated to
the whole of Europe that it is entirely possible
to offer honeys with consistent characteristics
without systematically relying on blends from
multiple origins.
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This approach shows that blending honey
from five, six, even or more countries is not a
structural necessity for meeting the supposed
expectations of consumers. It opens the door
to a broader discussion within the sector about
the value of clearly identified origins, supply-
chain transparency and the evolution of packing
practices in ways that respect the integrity of
the product and the work of the bees.

It is still too early to say whether honeys
blended from five, six or seven different origins
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G
will gradually disappear from supermarket
shelves. What is clear, however, is that the
period now beginning will be decisive in deter-
mining how — and whether — commercial flows
will be reorganised.

Which strategies will European honey
packers choose to pursue? This development
could reshape part of the market by
strengthening the value of clearly identified ori-
gins and putting business models based on in-
ternational blends involving “suspicious” origins
to the test.

In the meantime, a thought for all the bee-
keepers who are fighting to make their profes- Sebastian Spiewok
sion and their businesses sustainable. Deutscher Imkerbund e.V.

CHANGE OF
2z STRATEGY A+

IN FRANCE
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REQUEST TO

COMMISIONER HANSEN

Subject: Request for
clarification regarding
subsidies per beehive

Dear Commissioner Hansen,

| am writing to you regarding recent in-
formation and media reports concerning sup-
port measures for the beekeeping sector.

We have recently noted reports regarding
the non-approval by the European Commission
of a Romanian national aid scheme aimed at
providing €15 per bee colony.

To avoid any misunderstanding among
beekeepers and ensure complete transpar-
ency, we would be grateful if you could kindly
clarify the following points:

1. Is the recently rejected Romanian
scheme separate from the per-hive/colony sup-
port measure mentioned in your official letter as

taking effect from January 20267 (Ref. Ares
(2026)2074780-24/02/2026)

2. Could you please clarify in detail how
Member States can access and implement this
support framework in practice, and what spe-
cific requirements must be met for approval?

We remain deeply committed to construc-
tive dialogue and to ensuring that support
measures effectively reach beekeepers across
the European Union. Thank you very much in
advance for your time, consideration, and gui-
dance on this important matter.

Bostjan No¢
President of the European Beekeeping
Association - EBA

Source:

https://agrointel.ro/356295/subventia-de-
15-euro-familia-de-albine-blocata-la-bruxelles-
aca-este-o-lovitura-foarte-mare-pentru-apicultu
ra

APIMONDIA

JUBILEE CONGRESS

DUBAI
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
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MASS FOR

BEEKEEPERS

One year of hard work has paid off!

On 11-12 December, the Pope will receive
beekeepers at a private audience. He will meet
beekeepers from all over the world, at the initi-
ative of the Slovenian Beekeepers’ Association
and the European Beekeeping Association. On
this occasion, he will also receive a special
candle made in Slovenia, in Polzela.

On Saturday, 12 December, a special Holy
Mass for all beekeepers will be held at the
Borgo Laudato Si’. The Mass will be held by
Cardinal Baggio.

According to our information and the pub-
licly available records of the Holy See, there
has never before been an official private audi-

ence with a Pope dedicated exclusively to bee-
keepers. This makes the event particularly sig-
nificant and truly historic.

We will present the importance of bees and
bee products to the Pope and ask him to do his
best to help us raise awareness in the world
about the importance of bees and also about
the importance of consuming real bee products.
We also want to send a message to the world
through him — let’s buy local honey!

We encourage all beekeeping organiza-
tions around the world to organize visits to the
Vatican and be part of a unique event...

We look forward to this very special event
and to meeting you all in Rome!

Invitation & Logistics Guidance:
Historic Vatican Events for Beekeepers
(11 - 12 December 2026)

Dear Beekeeping Organisations,

Following our recent announcement regarding the historic audience with the Holy Father and
the Holy Mass for Beekeepers, we are writing to provide preliminary operational guidance to assist

you in planning participation for your members.

Please note that the date of the Holy Mass has changed from the date previously communicated

through our social media channels. The confirmed date for the meeting with all the beekeepers in a
special audience is Friday, 11 December 2026, in Vatican City and the Mass for the beekeepers will
take place on Saturday, 12 December. We kindly ask you to take note of this change and update
any information already shared with your members accordingly. For reference, the official communi-
cation from the Holy See regarding the date change can be found HERE.

Thank you for helping us spread the word!

INO BEES NO LIFE - EBAMAGAZINE
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KEY PROGRAM
OVERVIEW

Friday, 11 December 2026 at 12:00 PM:

Official Meeting with all beekeepers in a special private audience with the Pope in the Vati-
can.

Saturday, 12 December 2026:
Special Holy Mass for beekeepers at Borgo Laudato Si’ estate, celebrated by Cardinal Bag-
gio.

DETAILED SCHEDULE &
ASSEMBLY POINTS

Friday, 11 December 2026 — Meeting with all beekeepers in a special private audience with
the Pope

Assembly time: 11 AM (at least 1 hour prior to the event)
Start time: 12:00 PM

Meeting location / Access point:: Vatican (the exact location will be communicated later)
Saturday, 12 December 2026 — Holly Mass at Borgo Laudato Si’

Assembly time: at least 1 hour prior to the event
Mass start time: Morning (the exact time will be communicated later)
Meeting location / Access point: Vatican (the exact location will be communicated later)

ORGANISATIONAL & TRAVEL LOGISTICS

To ensure smooth execution, each participating national/regional organisation is requested
to independently organise travel and accommodation for its delegation.

As an example, the Slovenian Beekeepers’ Association (CZS) is organizing a 3-day trip to
the Vatican via a selected travel agency for approximately 200 Slovenian beekeepers. We
strongly recommend that other organisations partner with local travel agencies to arrange group
transport, accommodation, and city transfers.

1
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IMPORTANT GUIDELINES FOR ATTENDEES

Punctuality & Assembly:

All delegations must arrive at the designated meeting points at least 1 hour prior to the start
of both events to allow time for security checks, registration, and group assembly.

|dentification & Badges:

Further details regarding registration, entry passes, and dress code (or traditional beekeeping
attire) will be communicated as soon as final protocols are confirmed by the Holy See.

We kindly ask you to share this preliminary information with your members so they can begin
reserving travel arrangements.

We look forward to uniting beekeepers from around the world in Rome for this truly historic
occasion!

Bostjan No¢

President of the European Beekeeping Association
and the Slovenian Beekeepers' Association
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EMPOWERING EUROPEAN

BEEKEEPING:

INSIGHTS FROM B-THENET
AND BEEXPERT MEETINGS

From August 26 to 29, 2026, the head-
quarters of the Slovenian Beekeepers' Associ-
ation and the European Beekeeping
Association in Brdo pri Lukovica served as the
center of European apiculture. The multi-day
gathering brought together international re-
searchers, advisors, policy leaders, and prac-
tical beekeepers to address pressing
challenges in hive health, pest management,
and sector policy.

IN LUKOVICA

BEEXPERT 1st Annual
Meeting (August 26—-27);
Erasmus+ project

The event opened with the BEEXPERT 1st
Annual Meeting, focusing on foundational bee
biology, nutrition, and innovative management
practices:

BEES, N_P LIFE - EBA MAGAZINE
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Day 1 (August 26): Following morning in- Beekeeping". Moderated by Prof. Dr. Asli Oz-
ternal meetings and welcome greetings from demir Ozkinm (Hacettepe University), the panel

authorities, the afternoon centered on a major featured contributions from Dr. Aygun
round table titled "Honey Bees, Nutrition and Schiesser, Dr. Alessandra Giacomelli, Dr. Dan-
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iele Alberoni, Prof. Dr. lvana Tlak Gajger, Prof.
Priyadarshini Chakrabarti Basu, Prof. Dr. Mi-
chel Bocquet, Prof. Robert Chlebo, Prof. Soraia
I. Falcao, and Dr. Maja Smodis Skerl.

Day 2 (August 27): Dr. Karen Power
opened the morning with an overview of the

.
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BEEXPERT project, followed by Prof. Dr. Asli
Ozdemir Ozkirim’s presentation on ApiTUR-
route, which connects apitourism, bee prod-
ucts, and the One Health framework. Prof.
Janja Filipi delivered a technical talk on worker
bee lifespans to bridge biological research with
daily colony management, concluding with a
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round table on innovating the beekeeping sec-
tor.

B-THENET European
Beekeeping Event
(August 27-28);
Horizon project

The B-THENET European Beekeeping
Event shifted the program toward active sani-
tary threats, field demonstrations, and Euro-
pean policy dialogue:

Day 1 (August 27): The afternoon
opened with a hybrid plenary lecture by Dr. Fani
Hatjina on the emerging threat of the Tropilae-
laps mite. This was followed by a four-hour
practical workshop held at the Slovenian Bee-
keepers' Association apiary, where B-THENET
advisors and BEEXPERT experts demon-
strated best practices for Varroa monitoring to
50 registered in-person participants.
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Day 2 (August 28): The morning featured
a hybrid plenary on invasive vespids and stres-
sors led by Prof. Dirk de Graaf and Dr. Karen
Power, alongside Apimondia's presentation and
distribution of the Best Beekeeping Practices
Manual: 101 Practices Adapted to 13 EU Bee-
keeping Contexts. The afternoon split into two
parallel tracks: a policy dialogue hosted by Bee-
Life covering fake honey, generational renewal,
gender balance, and invasive hornet roadmaps,




and an on-field excursion to Koper demonstrat- aries, innovators, and cooperatives. Partici-
ing management strategies for Vespa orientalis. pants visited Strips (Beeconn) to learn about
modern digital hive-monitoring technologies,

Saturday Excursion & followed by a visit to the Beekeeping Society
Zagorje, where they explored their educational

Technical Tour (AUQUSt 29) trail and a traditional Slovenian apiary. The jour-
ney continued with a cultural and culinary stop

The final day was dedicated to technical atthe Zlati Gri€ wine cellar for a guided tour, be-
tours and field excursions across Slovenian api- fore concluding with a showcase of local api-




tourism at Apitourism Zvikart. By integrating meetings in Lukovica provided a clear roadmap
academic research, practical apiary demonstra- for strengthening European apiculture.
tions, and direct policy feedback, the combined EBA
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LAMORIX

Luxury anti-age cream with
bee venom and Q10

beeconn.si J..":;E'FFE
@beeconn.si ﬂ [=].

1:1 partner experience

Be part of a successful company Are you readY?

Premium beekeeping technologies
— n p—

Strip’s d.o.0., KandrSe 7, 1252 Vace, Slovenia T: +386 356 70 770 | E: info@beeconn.net | W: www.beeconn.net
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*This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSC 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence
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THE HIDDEN TREASURE
INSIDE THE BEEHIVE

An apiary is not merely a place where
honey is produced. It holds another precious
treasure: warm, aromatic air infused with the
scents of honey, beeswax, propolis and other
natural components of the beehive.

For centuries, beekeepers have noticed
that working among bees makes them feel
calmer, more energised and connected with na-
ture. This simple observation inspired the cre-
ation of apitherapy chambers: comfortable
spaces beside the apiary where visitors can
safely experience the atmosphere of the hive,
listen to the gentle buzzing of bees and inhale
beehive air—without coming into direct contact
with them.

A visit to an apitherapy chamber is more
than an inhalation session. It is an opportunity
to pause, listen to the bees and breathe in their
rhythm. Visitors often associate the experience
with greater respiratory comfort, deep relax-

A R k]

ation and improved psychophysical well-being,
although further scientific research in this field
is still needed. For guided beehive air inhala-
tion, the APl AEROSOL Il device can be used
with portable hives placed inside an apitherapy
chamber or connected directly to a beehive in
the apiary.

Slovenia is one of Europe’s pioneers in this
area. Today, apitherapy chambers are attracting
growing interest in other countries as well,
bringing people closer to the fascinating world
of bees in a completely new way.Perhaps one
of the most precious gifts of the hive is not
something we can see or taste—but something
we can simply breathe.

Matjaz Pogacénik

Member of the Apitherapy Commission of
the Slovenian Beekeepers’ Association
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The Healing Power of Bees
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EUROPEAN BEEKEEPING
CONGRESS BEECOME 2026

Dear European partners of UNAF (French
National Union of Beekeepers),

| am delighted to invite you to the European
Beekeeping Congress Beecome 2026, which
will take place in Agen from 1 to 4 October
2026. This event will bring together bee-
keepers, researchers and representatives of
the French and European beekeeping sectors
for conferences, round-table discussions and
exchanges on the major challenges facing our
sector — you will find the full programme of
conferences attached.

This is a wonderful opportunity for your or-
ganization to be represented and to take part in
the discussions that will shape the future of
beekeeping.

The congress will open with an opening
ceremony on Thursday 1 October at 11.00 am,

O BEES, NOILIFE - EBA MAGAZINE

l‘H_.IIWI‘I*I_I il g AIJI:j'lr

in the Halle Marmande, Parc des Expositions
Agora d’Agen, where | would be delighted to
welcome you.

To enable your organization to participate
fully, we are providing two 3-day passes to at-
tend all the conferences, intended for represen-
tatives of your choice. To issue these passes in
your representatives’ names, please complete
the form via the  following link:
https://forms.gle/HPmMdXwGKe353RYcS6

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you

have any questions, and | look forward to wel-
coming you to Agen.

Kind regards,

Christian PONS
President, UNAF
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We are looking for new EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS in
honey - a prestigious title for the next two years!

Sample submission

Online submission

3 jars of honey (450 g each), properly labelled for sale. form with instructions
* Register via the online form using the QR code. for sample submission
¢ Attach the printed confirmation and proof of payment to the sample.

 Participation fee: €70 per sample.

 Samples can be sent by post or delivered in person to: ) A [ cha
Cebelarska zveza Slovenije, Brdo pri Lukovici 8, 1225 Lukovica, Slovenija. - ﬂ g f
ol Ty 1
Evaluation process :.1 ‘ ...l'ﬂnl!.' ‘
The honey will be evaluated by a panel of international honey experts. F_I . :gf
¢ Evaluation is carried out in liquid form (crystallized honey will be properly
liquefied beforehand). )
- . . Submit your samples
A minimum of 7 samples per category is required
« If fewer samples are submitted, the commission will classify them based on by: 14.9.2026
electrical conductivity into: honeydew or multifloral.
g?.EMoNY IN KOPER s

'y
All samples will be tested for basic quality parameters (< 18.6% moisture content, HMF < 15 mg/kg). «Pg& 5DECEMBER 2026 LO%

The top three honeys in each category will undergo additional analysis for authenticity and safety. >

| European
=" Contest

Koper - Slovenia

www.honey-contest.eu

Only authentic honeys with exceptional
sensory characteristics typical of their

variety will be awarded the top three
distinctions and earn the right to
promote this prestigious title.
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TO THE EBAWITHOUT
MEMBERSHIP FEE

At the meeting of the EBA Executive
Board, on the proposal of the EBA President
Mr. Bostjan No¢, an important decision was
made regarding membership in the EBA in
the upcoming period: “Membership in the
EBA is free for the duration of the mandate
of the EBA President Mr. Bostjan No¢.”

Decision of the EBA Executive Board is
another confirmation that the EBA continues
to work only in the interest of bees, bee-
keepers and consumers in Europe.
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SPONSORSHIP
REQUEST

AND METHOD OF ADVERTISING
IN THE MAGAZINE

On behalf of the European Beekeeping Association (EBA),| am writing to seek your
support in the form of sponsorship to help ensure the smooth and effective operation
of our Association.

The EBA is dedicated to promoting and supporting beekeeping across Europe.
The Association was founded out of necessity, as bees and beekeepers are essential
for our ecosystem and society. Without beekeepers there are no bees, and whithout
bees there is no pollination, leading to a lack of food on planet Earth.

EBA works for bees, beekeepers and consumers.

Our mission is to:

1. Fight against counterfeit honey that flooded the European market;
2. Introduction of incentives per beehive as agro-ecological programme;
3. Fight against the improper use of chemicals that are harmful to bees;

In return for your generous support, we offer various sponsorship benefits. We be-
lieve that this partnership would be mutually beneficial and would significantly con-
tribute to the advancement of the european beekeeping sector.

ADVERTISING IN THE MAGAZINE:

1. Through sponsorship packages;
2. It is possible to pay for an ad only for 1/4 page (100 euros), for

a larger area by agreement. The entire page cannot be obtained, IT CONTINUES
it belongs only to the General Sponsor.
O BEES, NOLIFE - EBA MAGAZINE 68 lsnue 278 September 2026 - www.ebaeurope; ep
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EBA

sponsorship packages

GOLD sponsor - 5.000 euros:

Advertisement on the EBA website

Presentation at all EBA events, logo on all EBA correspondence
12 advertisements in the EBA monthly e-magazine in A4 page size

SILVER sponsor - 3.000 euros:

Advertisement on the EBA website
Presentation at all EBA events, logo on all EBA correspondence
12 advertisements in the EBA monthly e-magazine in half A4 page size

BRONZE sponsor - 2.000 euros:

Advertisement on the EBA website
12 advertisements in the EBA monthly e-magazine in the size of 1/4 A4 page

EBA SUPPORTER - 1.000 euros:

Advertisement on the EBA website
12 advertisements in the EBA monthly e-magazine in the size of 1/8 A4 page

These are basic packages, but we are open to different forms of cooperation, which
we agree on individually. We would be delighted to discuss this opportunity further and
explore how we can align our goals with your organization's values.

Thank you for considering our request. We look forward to the possibility of working
together.

Yours sincerely,

Bostjan Noé
President of the European Beekeeping Association
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6 TROPILAELAPS, WHEN YOU KNOW WHAT TO LOOK FOR,
IT IS EASIER TO PROTECT YOUR BEES
8 HOW SHOULD EUROPE RESPOND TO A POSSIBLE INVASION OF
THE TROPILAELAPS MITE?
17  THE “BUY LOCAL” CAMPAIGN IS EXPANDING TO ALL FOOD AND ACROSS EUROPE
19  NEW HONEY LABELLING RULES — AND A CHANGE OF STRATEGY IN FRANCE
23  REQUEST TO COMMISIONER HANSEN
24  HOLY MASS FOR BEEKEEPERS
28 EMPOWERING EUROPEAN BEEKEEPING: INSIGHTS FROM
B-THENET AND BEEXPERT MEETINGS IN LUKOVICA
38 PESTICIDE RESIDUES IN HONEY IN KOSOVO* A CASE STUDY
39  FIRST DETECTION OF LESS KNOWN HONEY BEE VIRUSES
IN APIARIES OF REPUBLIC OF KOSOVO*
40  MEGASELIA SCALARIS AND SENOTAINIA TRICUSPIS INFESTING APIS MELLIFERA:
DETECTION BY QUANTITATIVE PCR, GENOTYPING, AND INVOLVEMENT
IN THE TRANSMISSION OF MICROBIAL PATHOGENS
O BEES, NOILIFE - EBA MAGAZINE 70 |saue 275.September 2026 - www.ebaeurope.atl '

L ML i 5 i F J ¥
hllm* i B R ¢j1f | II'_II'-I.l.lf‘d 1 |i_‘|.i.__._._! i I-._Ih | PR mﬂm



52  THE HIDDEN TREASURE INSIDE THE BEEHIVE
53  THE HEALING POWER OF BEES
54  EUROPEAN BEEKEEPING CONGRESS BEECOME 2026
60  2ND HONEY SENSORY ANALYSIS EDUCATION IN GREECE
66 EUROPEAN HONEY CONTEST IN KOPER, SLOVENIA
67  TO THE EBA WITHOUT MEMBERSHIP FEE
68  SPONSORSHIP REQUEST AND METHOD OF ADVERTISING IN THE MAGAZINE
69 EBA SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES
R
\ = :- -
I y u:r
EBA MAGAZ‘I-ME
O BEES, NOILIFE - EBA MAGAZINE 71, lsmue 27;.September 2026 - www.ebaeuropes e.u

fw__llﬂfl_IJ..li Bl g AIJI:L'H' 'ﬁJIIfﬂ ||i_‘|.i_ 5 R I-._h | PR mﬂ 'I.ﬂ



e

EBA informative and professional monthly
magazine “NO BEES, NO LIFE”

September 2026.

Issued since July 2024.

Publisher: European Beekeeping Association (EBA)
Head office: Brdo pri Lukovici 8, 1225 Lukovica, Slovenija
eba@ebaeurope.eu

www.ebaeurope.eu

Downloading and printing texts from "NO BEES, NO LIFE" in other magazines and
electronic media is allowed and free of charge, but it is mandatory to indicate the
source of the text immediately below the title. Magazine sharing is preferred.

The contents of the texts and advertisements are the responsibility of the autors.

The responsibility for the correctness of the English language in the magazine lies with the
authors of the texts.

The editor reserves the right to publish a larger advertisement than the size specified by the
sponsorship package, if it improves the design of the magazine.

Advertising in the magazine: 1. Through sponsorship packages; 2. It is possible to pay for
an ad only for 1/4 page (100 euros), for a larger area by agreement. The entire page cannot
be obtained, it belongs only to the General Sponsor.

The total number of pages in the magazine is not fixed.

There are no fees for published texts and photos.

Editor in chief of the electronic edition of the magazine:
MD Rodoljub Zivadinovié¢, Epidemiology Specialist, Apitherapist
apikult@gmail.com, +381 60 444 01 01 (Viber, WhatsApp, Telegram, Signal, WeChat, Daze)
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